
Living Systems Immersion
Sustainability & PDC in the Peruvian Andes

Sept 1– Sept 17, 2019
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Application Requirements

• Minimum Sophomore Standing 

• 2.75 Undergrad GA, 3.0 Grad GPA

• Spanish not required

• Ed Abroad application materials (May 1st deadline)

• In-person interview



Program Costs

• Tuition & Fees = $3,135 
– 6 credits, on-ground transport, food, lodging, Int’l 

health insurance, carbon offsets, and all fees.

• Estimated Additional Costs = $1,320
– Airfare, extra meals, passport, personal spending $

• Total Estimated Costs = $4,455

• Cost reduction ideas:
– Financial Aid may apply

– Scholarships are available – See Ed Abroad’s site

– Create a personal www.gofundme.com campaign

– Possible fundraising as a class



Credits

Three* 6-Credit enrollment options:

6 credits SySc 410/510: Living Systems Immersion -
Sustainability & PDC in the Peruvian Andes

6 Credits USP 410/510: Living Systems Immersion -
Sustainability & PDC in the Peruvian Andes

4 credits SySc 410/510: Living Systems Immersion -
Sustainability & PDC in the Peruvian Andes

2 credits PSY 410/510: Living Systems Immersion -
Ecocultural Psychology



Course Requirements

• Pre-trip
– Online orientation and personal intro 

prior to departure
– Readings (articles provided)
– Short pre-departure essay

• During Trip
– Full participation
– Permaculture Design Project & 

Presentation
– Personal Project idea development

• Post-trip
– Reflection paper
– 3-4 month update on Personal Project



Course Content

• Sustainability from a whole systems perspective

• Primarily follow the framework for 
Permaculture Design Certification courses

• Added elements of:

– Personal Leadership Development

– Community Building

– Quechua Culture

– Mountain Life



Community Project?  TBD…



Community Project?  TBD…







Program Partner

• Ka’Way Monti (Quechua for “Tree of Life”)

– The “Living Change” Team





PDC Requirements

• 72 Hours of Direct Contact

• Follows PDC Content Outline, including:

– Ethics, Design Principles, Patterns, Water, Energy, 
Forests & Trees, Soil, Seeds & Planting, Natural 
building, and Community

• A Design Project











The Churup Mountain Lodge

















Health Concerns
• Altitude

– Consider getting altitude meds

– We’ll take it easy the first few days

• Physical activity

• Sun exposure

– Bring sunscreen & a good brimmed hat

• Always some risk of pathogen exposure 
through food & water

– Be smart in transitions




